
2017-2018 ST. PIUS X HIGH SCHOOL SUMMER READING 

NINTH GRADE 

 

 

St. Pius X High School requires that all students read during the summer months in order to 

 improve vocabulary 

 increase reading speed and fluency 

 improve performance on college entrance exams 

 promote reading as a life-long activity 

 

Students will be assessed to demonstrate completion of this requirement.  Please check below for 

appropriate titles for the level of English in which the student has been enrolled. English I students will 

discuss the novel in class and demonstrate their understanding on a quiz in August 2017.  Honors 

English I students will be tested on GILGAMESH:  A VERSE NARRATIVE and THE CHOSEN in 

August 2017. 

 

 

English I: 

 

THE HOUSE ON MANGO STREET by Sandra Cisneros 

This novella tells the story of Esperanza Cordero, a young Latina girl growing up in an impoverished 

Chicago neighborhood.  Through short stories called vignettes, Esperanza recalls the stories of her 

neighbors and family as well as her own experiences and observations.  The stories are often told out 

of order and often are not resolved – allowing the reader to decide what happens next.  Despite dealing 

with serious issues, the novella uses humor to give perspective and lighten the mood. 

 

While you are reading your book, you should annotate it. This means writing in the margins of the 

book when you notice something, and summarize each of the vignettes (that’s what a super-short short 

story is called) by telling yourself what happened in 2-4 sentences. This will help you when you come 

to school in the fall, because you will take a quiz over what happened in the book, and you will be 

writing a creative writing piece as well. The creative writing piece will be your way to introduce 

yourself to your English teacher. 

 

The book should be read before the beginning of school, August 14th, and you should be ready to talk 

about the book on that first day. 

 

 

Honors English I:. 

 

THE CHOSEN by Chaim Potok 

The odyssey of two young men from boyhood to manhood against the background of conflicts and 

traditions of Hasidic and Orthodox Jews 

 

GILGAMESH:  A VERSE NARRATIVE by Herbert Mason (Translator) 

The Gilgamesh epic tells of the various adventures of a hero-king, including his quest for immortality 

and an account of a great flood similar to many details to the Old Testament’s story of Noah. 


