
 

 

D‟ERAMO AND JOHNSON BRING HOME 2008 STATE TITLES 

FOR ST. PIUS X TRACK & FIELD TEAM 

 

Panthers Claim Eight Event Medals as Boys Finish Fifth in TAPPS 6A Team Standings 

 WACO – Seniors Joey D’Eramo and Landon Johnson each claimed individual event State Titles 

at the TAPPS 6A Track and Field State Championships held at Baylor University’s Hart-Patterson Sports 

Complex on May 2 and 3, and the two gold medal performances helped pace the St. Pius X boys to an 

overall fifth place team finish at the 2008 state meet. 

In his final meet for the Panthers, D’Eramo delivered an exclamation mark performance to his 

high school track accomplishments by repeating as the TAPPS 6A State Champion in the boys 3200 

meter run and breaking the previous state record mark of 9:36.73 set in 2005 by Andrew Montes of Fort 

Worth Nolan, now a junior track athlete at Texas A&M University. 

In what turned out to be a record-breaking race where the Panther distance standout was 

challenged until the final lap, spectators were treated to a race that saw the top two finishers break the 

former 6A state record.  It was later discovered that D’Eramo had achieved a milestone feat never before 

accomplished in the 30-year history of TAPPS track and field.  Entering the eighth and final lap of the 

closely contested 2-mile race, D’Eramo and Austin St. Michael’s Dennis Hodapp had separated 

themselves from the championship pack and were running elbow-to-elbow with 400 meters remaining.  

D’Eramo dictated the pace in the final lap, covering the final 400 meters in 66 seconds to secure his back-

to-back state title in the grueling distance event.  In the end, Hodapp had run 9:34.95 to surpass the 

previous 6A state record in the 3200 meter run by nearly two seconds only to finish second to D’Eramo 

who broke the standing state record by more than 12 seconds with a track time of 9:24.81.  It was later 

acknowledged by meet officials that D’Eramo had more than just reset the state record in TAPPS 6A, but 

had in fact run the fastest 3200 meter time in the 30-year history of TAPPS (1A, 2A, 3A, 4A, 5A, 6A) 

 

-more- 



 

track and field.  D’Eramo leaves St. Pius having won four individual TAPPS 6A state championships and 

seven individual TAPPS 3-6A district titles in cross country and track and field.  He was also a member 

of the Panther boy’s 2007 cross country district championship team, and holds the school’s distance 

records in the 5 kilometer, 3200 meter and 1600 meter runs. 

In a separate gold medal performance by a St. Pius athlete, Johnson captured the 6A state title in 

the boy’s long jump.  The former Panther football player won the field event championship with a jump 

of 21-08.75, edging out sophomore teammate Venric Mark.  Mark took the silver medal in the state 

competition with an effort of 21-00.25, enabling St. Pius to secure the top two spots in the jump. 

 D’Eramo, Johnson and Mark were heard from again as the state championships progressed with 

each athlete delivering secondary silver medal performances.  D’Eramo finished second in the boys 1600 

meter run for the second consecutive year with a mile time of 4:32.71 to claim his second 2008 state meet 

medal.  Teamed with freshman Kolby Griffin and junior Trey Nelson, Johnson and Mark accounted for 

two legs of St. Pius’ state runner-up 4x200 meter relay team, finishing with a second place time of 

1:31.18. 

Griffin, Mark, Johnson and Nelson later combined to take third in the boys 4x100 meter relay 

with a track time of 43.91.  The third place finish by the Panther boy’s team added a bronze medal to St. 

Pius’ team count.  Other bronze medal winners included Nelson in the boy’s 100 meter dash (11.15) and 

Mark with a 42-11.50 effort in the boy’s triple jump. 
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Panther Foot Notes:  

 

2008 - TAPPS 6A „State Titles‟ 

¶ Joey D’Eramo – Boys 3200m Run – (9:24.81) – “Repeat State Champion”,  * All-Time TAPPS 

Record Holder 

¶ Landon Johnson – Boys Long Jump – (21-08.75) – State Champion 

 

2008 - TAPPS 6A „State Meet Medal Performances‟ 

¶ Joey D’Eramo – Boys 3200m Run – (9:24.81) – Gold Medal 

¶ Landon Johnson – Boys Long Jump – (21-08.75) – Gold Medal 



¶ Joey D’Eramo – Boys 1600m Run – (4:32.71) – Silver Medal 

¶ Venric Mark – Boys Long Jump – (21-00.25) – Silver Medal 

¶ Boys 4x200m Relay – (1:31.18) – Silver Medal 

¶ Trey Nelson – Boys 100m Dash – (11.15) – Bronze Medal 

¶ Venric Mark – Boys Triple Jump – (42-11.50) – Bronze Medal 

¶ Boys 4x100m Relay – (43.91) – Bronze Medal 

 

2008 – Other State Meet Qualifiers and Performances 

¶ Jordan Barnett – Girls 100m Hurdles – 4th Place 

¶ Morgan Ross – Girls 100m Dash – 5th Place  

¶ Johnita Goodman – Girls 200m Dash – 5th Place  

¶ Girls 4x100m Relay – 6th Place 

¶ Landon Johnson – Boys 200m Dash – 6th Place 

¶ Jordan Barnett – Girls 300m Hurdles – 7th Place 

¶ Boys 4x440 Yard Relay – 7th Place 

¶ Clarrisa Morgan – Girls Shot Put – 8th Place 

¶ Gino Collins - Boys High Jump – 8th Place 

¶ Venric Mark – Boys 400m Dash – 8th Place 

¶ Steven Gergen – Boys 300m Hurdles – 8th Place 

 

2008 Season – Varsity Track and Field Team – “Individual Medal Count” 

Joey D’Eramo – 7 gold, 2 silver, 2 bronze = Total Medals 11 

Venric Mark – 3 gold, 4 silver, 1 bronze = Total Medals 8 

Jordan Barnett – 1 gold, 4 silver, 1 bronze = Total Medals 6 

Landon Johnson – 3 gold, 1 silver, 1 bronze = Total Medals 5 

Trey Nelson – 2 gold, 2 bronze = Total Medals 4 

Clarissa Morgan – 1 silver, 2 bronze = Total Medals 3 

Kolby Griffin – 1 silver, 1 bronze = Total Medals 2 

Morgan Ross – 1 silver, 1 bronze = Total Medals 2 

Regina Bracken – 2 bronze = Total Medals 2 



Gino Collins – 1 silver, 1 bronze = Total Medals 2 

Steven Gergen – 1 silver = Total Medals 1 

Johnita Goodman – 1 silver = Total Medals 1 

Jake D’Eramo – 1 bronze = Total Medals 1 

Will Louselot – 1 bronze = Total Medals 1 

Alex Williams – 1 bronze = Total Medals 1 

2008 Season – Varsity Track and Field Team – “Team Medal Count” 

Boys 4x100M Relay Team – 2 gold, 2 bronze = Total Medals 4 

Boys 4x200M Relay Team – 1 gold, 2 silver = Totals Medals 3 

Boys 4x400M Relay Team – 1 silver, 1 bronze = Total Medals 2 

Boys Relay Teams = (Landon Johnson, Trey Nelson, Venric Mark, Kolby Griffin) = Total 9 Medals 

Girls 4x200M Relay Team – 1 gold, 1 bronze = Total Medals 2 

Girls 4x100M Relay Team – 1 silver = Total Medals 1 

Girls Relay Teams = (Lauren Auzenne, Morgan Ross, Emily Robinson, Vicki Markantonis) = Total 3 

Medals 

 

 

Panther Prideé 

From 2004 to 2008, the team of St. Pius X 

distance runner Joey D’Eramo (left) and 

coach Erin Van Wassenhove combined to 

bring four individual TAPPS 6A state 

distance titles and seven individual TAPPS 

3-6A district distance titles to the schools 
cross country and track & field programs.  In 

the process they led the Panther varsity boys 

cross country team to the TAPPS District    

3-6A Championship in the fall of 2007.  

D’Eramo leaves St. Pius owning all of the 

school’s distance records in the 3200 meter, 

1600 meter and 5 kilometer runs. 


